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; FBI to Purge Files of Policy Protesters 

Records of 1983-85 Central America Probe Will Go to Archives 


Associated Press 

* The FBI said it will purge its files 
of thousands of names of people and 
organizations collected during its 
controversial investigation of Amer- 
icans who protested U.S. policy in 
Central America. 

FBI Director William S. Sessions 
disclosed the plan to transfer rec- 
| ords of the bureau’s 1983-85 probe 
i of the Coalition in Solidarity with 
' the People of El Salvador (C1SPES) 
' to the National Archives and Rec- 
ords Administration in letter to 
Congress released Friday. 

Sessions's decision was hailed as 
- a victory for CISPES by the Center 
i for Constitutional Rights, which had 
represented the group in a lawsuit 
that obtained documents disclosing 
the domestic spying operation. 

Sessions conceded last year that 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
overstepped its bounds by conduct- 


ing domestic surveillance of polit- 
ical groups allied with CISPES. 

Six supervisory-level agents 
were disciplined and the Senate in- 
telligence committee sharply crit- 
icized the investigation, which took 
place when William H. Webster was 
director of the agency. (Webster is 
now head of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency.) 

"Clearly we see this as a major 
cave-in by the FBI and a real impor- 
tant victory in the Fight against sur- 
veillance," said Michael Ratner, an 
attorney at the New York-based 
center. 

"It’s a big victory for the FBI to 
finally concede they have no busi- 
ness snooping in these files, that 
they belong in the National Ar- 
chives under very secure protec- 
tion," Ratner said. 

CISPES also sued the FBI to 
force it to remove the names of in- 
nocent people from case files by 


transferring the records to the Ar- 
chives. The group is appealing a 
federal judge’s dismissal of the law- 
suit. 

Sessions disclosed his decision in 
an Oct. 27 letter to Rep. Don Ed- 
wards (D-Calif.), chairman of the 
House Judiciary subcommittee on 
civil and constitutional rights. 

“Transferral of the records to the 
Archives will protect the thousands 
of innocent individuals whose 
names appear in these files even 
though they were not even sus- 
pected of anything illegal,” Ed- 
wards, chairman of the House Ju- 
diciary subcommittee on civil and 
constitutional rights, said in a state- 
ment Friday. 

FBI spokesman Milt Ahlerich 
said the transfer will take place "af- 
ter we are satisfied that the confi- 
dential relationships that the FBI 
had with citizens who chose to as- 
sist us in those investigations will 


be preserved,” he said. In his letter 
to Edwards, Sessions said any 
agreement negotiated with the Ar- 
chives would enable the FBI to con- 
tinue to use the CISPES files in 
pending litigation, to which Ratner 
said he had no objection. 

The CISPES surveillance and 
infiltration that was conducted be- 
tween 1983 and 1985 was based on 
tips to the FBI that individuals af- 
filiated with the groups were linked 
with international terrorist organ- 
izations. 

The Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence, in a sharply critical 
report last summer, concluded that 
the investigation was based on "al- 
legations that should not have been 
considered credible." 

According to the intelligence com- 
mittee report, the CISPES investi- 
gation resulted in the names of 2,375 
individuals and 1,330 groups being 
placed in the FBI’s central investi- 
gative index for easy retrieval. 

In congressional testimony last 
year, Sessions admitted that the in- j 
vestigation "caused information on 
rank-and-file members who had noth- 
ing to do with international terrorism 
to be included in FBI case files." 


